
Social Mobility

The United States has an open class system, which makes social 
mobility possible

Social Mobility 

• The movement between or within social classes



Social Mobility

Horizontal Mobility

• Movement within a social class
• Ex: New job

• Important step in career ladder (does not change wealth, power, or prestige)

Vertical Mobility

• Movement to a new social class
• Ex: Promotion at work (assistant to manager)

• Change in income moves one from working class to lower middle class



Social Mobility

Intragenerational Mobility

• Changes in social position during one person’s life

Intergenerational Mobility

• Status differences between generations
• Ex: The child of a mechanic becomes a doctor

• Change in income moves one from working class to lower middle class




