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What is a meme? 
What makes a meme 
good/memorable?
What makes a meme die?
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What is a 
Meme?



What is a Meme?
• The word ‘meme’ was coined by Richard 

Dawkins in his 1976 book The Selfish 

Gene to explain the way cultural 

information spreads like a disease -

hence ‘going viral’. 

• It was a shortened version of ‘mimeme’ 

from the Greek ‘mimesis’ (representation 

or imitation of the real world in art and 

literature) 

• Dawkins declared, to be ‘pronounced to 

rhyme with cream’. 



What is a Meme?
• A meme can be anything from a hashtag or 

catchphrase (often involving a misspelling or 

mistranslation — ‘Rekt’, ‘pwnd’, ‘lol’) to an 

image or a video. 

• Often what gives them their virality — the 

quality that makes them shareable and which 

thus turns them into memes — is a certain 

relatability, wit, or bizarreness. 

• By sharing them you are signaling that you 

are not an outsider but one of the group.
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What is a meme?
Memes incorporate popular culture using familiar faces, 

icons, and catch-phrases.
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A meme can be popular today and “old news” tomorrow.
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Memes can encourage you to better yourself...

...or let you know 

it’s OK to be who 

you are.
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Some memes are just funny...
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Some memes express truths that expose our 

vulnerabilities or weaknesses.
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Have you ever 
considered the 
shark’s 
perspective?

Some memes 

encourage you to look 

at things through a 

different lens...
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...or to question the rules or mores of society.
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Some use 

sarcasm or 

irony...
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...others question a person’s 

intelligence...
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And some memes have deeper meanings about 
stereotypes, racism, discrimination, poverty, or other 
social issues...
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Think about 
stereotypes and 
how YOU have 

been stereotyped.
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Examples
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ASSIGNMENT:
Create your own meme using the template.

The project is due Thursday September 13

The assignment must be a hard copy

(printed or magazine cut outs)
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What my friends think I 
do.

What my family thinks I 
do.

What my teachers think I 
do.

What society thinks I do. What I think I do. What I really I do.

[Insert Your Name/How You Identify 
Yourself]


